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harrasssil by the gquarels ol the Arab chiefs and the attacks  of the
Bedouins

Nazareth vwas muoch  vidited by pilprims, especially during the middle
uges, . St Francls of Assissl and 51 Lonis King of France hoth visited the
place the tormer in 1219 the lattor i a6y When the Christians  wore
triven ot of Naemrath in 9507, it lost all s importance, b i 1620 the
Francisoans wore allawsd to return, and it regained s lormer importance
At present it is 2 town of abont g.ooo  inhabitante of whom there are 1,900
Meoslems, 2,000 Greek schismatios, goo0 Catholics of the Latin, Greek and
Marionite riten, and 200 Protestunts, 1t s bestutifully situated on the slope
of o high bill in the form of & semi-ircle like an amphitheatre, Most of
the inhabitants are engaged in forming and gardening and wime in . hand-
etafte.  The various religions have their gquarters as in all large clties in
the  East It was omly last ecentury that the Greek schismatios
ot a fewithold in Nazareth, and they did it in a way worthy of the Greek,
First one family came and wantmd o be recolved into the Catholic Chureh
they were instructed nod  reoeived; then gradually 12 or 14 other lamilies

eame and Qi the same: and finplly & Greek schismatie priest wisbod to
retitrn (o the Mother Church and was also recoived, They then asked Tor the
church of St. Gabrist and were granted this favor, ot an soon as they  had
pessmeistion of it they all ratirned wohelr sehismutic religlon and kept chureh,
land and everything, Indesd the old saving of Viegil is still applicable

Timeo Dannos ot dona feronies I fear the Groeks even when thoy
lwing gifis,

The Franciscans have o monastery, o hospice for  pilgrims, @
beantiful large convent mmd school a2t Nuzareth The Clarisses and
the Sisters of St Joseph also have lunge well auendod schools,  The
Hrothers of Mercy have a nige hospital and the Salesians have a large
mugnificent new schoal for boys whore besides the rogular course of stadies,
all kinds of trades aee tanght,  The Protestant bave a chareh, hospiind and
Fibbe dhorpest

e Church of the Annuseiation belonging 1w the Fronciseans is - abowt

yalt, long and solt wides, and has a nave el twh alsles Tt cor n ponl

pipst: organ and some ine painting ., among which is an Annuneis anil a
Maier Dolorosa by Toereallio of the Spanish Schisol,  The Crypis bolow
the High Altar A hanidoame fight of marble steps descends to the vestibule
enlled the Angel's chapel.  On the vight in the aliar of St Joachim and on
the left that of the Areh-Angel Gabriel  Herve the angel sialoudd the Most
Rlesssd Virgin and announeed 1o her the mystery of the Incarnation of the

Word: and here the purest the grandest: as well as the most humble of all

woten answered: = Behold the handmaid of the Lord, e it done w me ne
ecording 1o Thy word ™ On the Alar in the chapel o the ynnunciation, which

is just two stops lower b4 the Latin inseripbon, ' Heee He was stibject to




